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Quarterly Master 
Recycler Potluck 
Monday September 30th, 6-9pm 
Glenwood Central Receiving Station  

 

SHARE: Food or beverage  
 

HEAR: Master Recycler Cory 
Fulton present his study on the 
comparison of reusable glass 
versus recyclable containers for 
Hummingbird Wholesale 
 

Completion Certificates will be 
presented to Master Recyclers 
who have finished field training. 
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Recycling money goes to help others 
 

By Judy Peterson, Mercury News 
 

To be in the eighth grade and to already have a $10,000 
college scholarship is no small feat--but that's exactly the 
position Rolling Hills Middle School student Sonali 
Ranaweera finds herself in. 
 

Sonali received the scholarship recently when she became 
one of 10 national Kohl's Cares® Scholarship Program 
winners. Kohl's recognized Sonali for "outstanding 
volunteerism," citing her charity Recycling4Smiles founded 

when she was just 11 
years old. 
 

"I learned in science 
class you can make 
money from recycling," 
Sonali said. 
 

Smiles4Recycling 
started with $100 seed 
money Sonali received 
as a gift from her 
parents. "My mom 

suggested I use the money for a good cause," Sonali said. 
"We saw Smile Train and I learned about cleft lips so I 
decided to help those kids.” 
 

Sonali's first $250 donation to Smile Train was made on her 
12th birthday in May 2012. Since then, she has raised 
$10,700 by recycling 3,769 pounds of aluminum, 1,228 
pounds of plastic and 10,900 pounds of glass.  
 

Follow Sonali’s project: facebook.com/recycling4smiles  
 

Recycling Innovators Forum crowns first winner 
 

By Dan Leif, Resource Recycling  
 

A unique project aimed at modernizing the way consumers 
relate to recycling was named the winner of the inaugural 
Recycling Innovators Forum, held in conjunction with the 
Resource Recycling Conference in Louisville, Kentucky. 
 

The idea has the potential to transform recycling by placing 
barcodes on recyclable products that can be scanned by 
smartphones. Consumers would be taken to landing pages 
that lay out all the specifics of recycling the product, 
tailoring information to a user's specific location. 
 

The group behind the winning effort, Earth911, Inc., 
received a $20,000 honorarium to help bring the project to 
market. Click here to read the full article. 

Sonali sorts recycling with help from her brother Mano. 

http://www.mercurynews.com/publications/ci_23968086/los-gatos-sonalis-recycling-money-goes-help-others
https://www.facebook.com/Recycling4Smiles
http://www.resource-recycling.com/
http://earth911.com/
http://resource-recycling.com/node/4119
kelly.bell@co lane.or.us
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Grandma Lucy’s 
Refrigerator Pickles 

 

 

Note: You can use either pickling 
cucumbers or conventional 
cucumbers.  
 

Ingredients: 
7 cups thinly sliced Cucumbers -
do not peel cucumbers 
1 cup thinly sliced Green Bell 
Pepper 
1 cup thinly sliced Yellow or 
White Onion 
 

2 cups Sugar 
1 cup White Vinegar-5% acidity 
works best  
1 Tablespoon Salt 
1 Tablespoon Celery Seed* 
*Add this last so it doesn’t stick 
to the bowl. 

 

Directions: 
Combine sliced cucumbers, green 
pepper and onion in a plastic or 
ceramic bowl-acids should not be 
in a metal bowl-mix well. 
 

In a separate bowl, combine 
remaining ingredients and mix 
well. Pour mixture over 
vegetables and stir until nicely 
coated. Cover and refrigerate for 
24 hours and enjoy! 
 

The longer the refrigeration time 
the better the pickle! 
 

Submitted by Master Recycler Annie Lukasik 

Scrap Recycling Industry Supports More 
than 460,000 American Jobs While 
Generating $10.3 Billion in Revenue for 
Federal, State, and Local Governments 
The Institute of Scrap Recycling Industries (ISRI) released a 
study in July of this year highlighting the significant 
economic and environmental impact of the U.S. scrap 
recycling industry. The study, commissioned by ISRI and 
undertaken by John Dunham and Associates, looks at 
different kinds of economic activity – jobs and exports – and 
both direct and indirect economic impacts at the national, 
state, and congressional district levels.  

The economic analysis shows that 
the U.S. scrap recycling industry is 
a major economic engine powerful 
enough to create 462,940 jobs and 
generate $10.3 billion in tax 
revenues for governments across 
the country, all while making the 
old new again and helping to 
protect the earth’s air, water, and 
land for future generations. 

“This study illustrates very clearly 
that the U.S. scrap recycling 
industry is playing an important 
role in America’s economic recovery,” ISRI President Robin 
Wiener said. “Despite tough times, our industry is directly 
and indirectly putting more than 460,000 people to work 
while generating revenue for federal, state, and local 
governments. All this adds up to recognition that the scrap 
recycling industry must be allowed to grow so it can 
continue to boost our economy, put people to work, protect 
our environment and help save energy. When people think of 
recycling, they think of the bin at the curb when in fact our 
industry is a multi-billion-dollar ‘Made in America’ 
manufacturing success story.” 

The U.S. scrap recycling industry is particularly important 
because its operations are so widespread. In fact, the total 
economic activity generated by scrap recycling in the United 
States is $87.4 billion, making the industry similar in size to 
the nation’s cosmetics industry, milk industry, and aircraft 
engine industry. 

http://www.isri.org/
http://www.isri.org/ISRI/Whats_New/2012/New_Economic_Impact_Study_Shows_Recycling_Industry.aspx


 

Is it bigger 
than a 
tennis ball? 

This recycle advice appears on a 
webpage for Thurston County, 
WA. I hope you find it useful. Kel 
Q: What plastics CAN’T I put in my 
cart? 

A: In short, any plastic that is not a 
bottle, tub, jar or jug.  

The following are some examples of 
plastic materials that do not belong 
in your recycling cart:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Plastic bags are especially hard on 
recycling systems, getting wrapped 
around the shafts of sorting 
equipment and jamming machinery.  

Lids from plastic containers aren’t 
recoverable through the sorting 
system and don’t belong in the cart, 
either. 

… 

Recycle search function, DIY ideas, 
waste prevention trends and more! 

http://earth911.com/ 
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Volunteer Opportunities 

 

ASUO Fall Street Fair 
Volunteer at the Fall Street Faire! October 9th - 11th. 

Heart of U of O Campus, 13th Ave. & University St. 
 

Campus Zero Waste can use your help! Previously at Street 
Faires, the UO Campus Zero Waste Program has prevented 

as much as 85% of waste from entering the landfill. We 
could not do this without the help of our excellent volunteers. 

Volunteers help educate faire-goers and students about 
sorting and zero waste, while monitoring zero waste stations.  

 

To volunteer, follow this link to the sign-up sheet:  

www.tinyurl.com/ASUOStreetFaire 

or 

Contact Phil: 541-346-2354 or compost@uoregon.edu 

… 

Komen for the Cure 
Sunday October 6 Autzen Stadium 

Volunteering in the Environmental category qualifies as field 
training for Master Recyclers seeking certification 

Go to: http://race.komenoregon.org/site/
PageNavigator/2013_eugene_Race_Volunteers.html  

… 

Whiteaker Community Thanksgiving Dinner 
Thursday November 28 Whiteaker School 

The WC Dinner achieves outstanding waste diversion rates 
year after year. We are seeking Master Recyclers with some 
prior event recycling experience to staff each 4 hour shift on 
the WC Dinner Recycle Crew. If you would like to be a part 
of the continued success of the WC Dinner Recycling Team  

go to: http://tinyurl.com/wcdinnerrecyclers 

 or  

Contact Kelly Bell at 541.682.2059 kelly.bell@co.lane.or.us 

NO Styrofoam™ 

NO plastic take-out containers 
from restaurants 

NO grocery produce 
“clamshells” such as used for 
cherry tomato or berry 
containers 

NO plastic bags 

http://earth911.com/
http://www.tinyurl.com/ASUOStreetFaire
mailto:compost@uoregon.edu
http://race.komenoregon.org/site/
http://tinyurl.com/wcdinnerrecyclers
mailto:kelly.bell@co.lane.or.us
http://race.komenoregon.org/site/
http://earth911.com/
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Repair cafes:  
A movement to fix broken 
appliances gains momentum 
 
There's an effort underway to 
empower people to repair broken 
things. Not just to save money 
and resources, but to engage with 
material goods in a deeper way. 
 
Repair cafes started in 2009 in 
the Netherlands and variations are 
appearing across Europe and the 
U.S: the Fixers Collective NYC 
in Brooklyn, Fixit Clinic in the 
San Francisco Bay Area, the 
West Seattle Fixers Collective 
and the Hennepin County MN 
Fix-It Clinics, among others.  
Click here to read about 
Portland’s new repair cafe or go 
to: http://www.repairpdx.org/ 
 

… 
 

Our kind of blog! 
 

… 
 

We know how she feels! 
 

“My whole life has been spent 
waiting for an epiphany, a 
manifestation of God's presence, 
the kind of transcendent, magical 
experience that lets you see your 
place in the big picture. And that 
is what I found in my first 
compost heap.” -- Bette Midler 

 
Bette lends 
her green 
thumb to 
NYRP’s 
restoration 
of Maggie’s 
Garden in 
Manhattan. 

Oregon expands  
paint recycling program 

 by Steve Law for The Portland Tribune online  

Oregon’s pioneering paint recycling program is now on 
permanent footing, after a newly passed bill passed by 
Legislature removed a sunset that would have ended the 
PaintCare effort next year.  

House Bill 2048 also expanded 
PaintCare collection sites to ensure 
that 95 percent of Oregonians live 
within 15 miles of a depot, so they can 
more easily drop off their unwanted 
paints. PaintCare will add about 30 
sites by next year, making about 130 
available throughout the state.  

To create the paint stewardship 
campaign, the paint industry 
voluntarily supported a surcharge on 

paint sold in Oregon, which pays for the recycling program.  

Oregon’s program served as a model, and the stewardship 
program has now expanded to California, Connecticut, 
Minnesota, Rhode Island and Vermont.  

HB 2048 quadrupled the Oregon Department of 
Environmental Quality’s budget to oversee PaintCare, from 
the current $10,000 a year up to $40,000 a year. The bill also 
expanded the paint industry program’s requirements for 
public awareness and reports on its recycling efforts. DEQ 
gained authority to fine retailers, paint producers and 
stewardship organizations that don’t meet program 
requirements.  

In 2011, 7.5 million pounds of paint and paint containers 
were collected under PaintCare, a 50 percent increase from 
2009, before the program started. The program has cut the 
amount of paint brought to hazardous waste disposal sites.  

For more information: http://www.deq.state.or.us/lq/sw/
prodstewardship/paint.htm  

http://www.repairpdx.org/
http://www.deq.state.or.us/lq/sw/
http://repaircafe.org/
http://everydaytrash.com/
http://www.oregonlive.com/living/index.ssf/2013/06/post_42.html
http://www.nyrp.org/
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Congratulations to Master Recyclers 
who have completed Field Training! 

 
Winter 2011 Class—Creswell 
Marika Sturman 
Marika educates the public at many fairs and festivals 
throughout Lane County. Recently Marika helped staff our 
booth at the W.O.E Heritage Fair in Cottage Grove.  
 
Winter 2012 Class—Florence 
Shari Fitzgerald 
Shari was part of the very large Master Recycler presence at 
Florence Relay4Life both educating, reusing AND recycling.  
 
Spring 2012 Class 
Robin Forster 
Robin helped events of every size, from Eugene Chamber of 
Commerce to Springfield SummerFair. Robin is especially 
interested in helping sports organizations to ‘green up.’ 
 
Fall 2012 Class 
Gloria Luse 
Whatever we need, Gloria answers the call. Gloria was one 
of the first Master Recyclers to use our new Wheel of RRR 
for education and outreach at Madison Middle School. 
 
Spring 2013 Class 
Jeannie Callaway 
This year Jeannie applied her expertise and passion toward 
the UO Campus reusables collection event, every day! 
 
Mikey Strauhal 
Mikey clocked 100+ hours on the OCF recycle crew; setting 
up, educating fair guests, sorting and moving materials.  
 
Danny Woodcock 
Danny loves to talk recycling with everybody he meets!  
 
Thank you and congratulations! Certificates will be 
presented during the quarterly potluck September 30. 

Jim Wilcox of HACSA repurposed these kitty 
litter buckets to use as bicycle panniers!  

FREE SUPPLIES ARE AVAILABLE TO MASTER 
RECYCLERS  FOR  AMERICA RECYCLES DAY !  

PENCILS, TATTOOS, BUTTONS AND MORE!
AVAILABLE WHEN SPEAKING TO  GROUPS  
—GIVE US A CALL,  SUPPLIES ARE LIMITED.    

http://americarecyclesday.org/


 

Lane County Public Works  
Waste Management Division  
3100 E 17th Ave. Eugene, OR  97403 

Master Recycler Volunteers 
You can help ensure the continued 
success and generous support of this 
program. Please report your hours! 
 

Recycling Coordinators 
If you requested and received Master 
Recycler Volunteers for your event 
please fax your sign-in sheets to 
Kelly at 541-682-2353. We wish to 
acknowledge the efforts Master 
Recyclers at our quarterly potluck. 

Need a little freshening up? 
Lane County Master Recyclers are life-
long-learners. Anyone who has 
completed the training may sit in on a 
class session or attend a field trip with a 
future class. You are welcome to re-
take the entire training if you like. You 
will not incur additional payback 
“debt” because we know you are doing 
it anyway, otherwise, why would you 
want to re-take the course, right? 
Contact Kelly Bell for details. 

Quarterly Master Recycler Potluck 
Monday September 30th, 6-9pm 
Glenwood Central Receiving Station  

 

SHARE: Food or beverage  
 

HEAR: Master Recycler Cory Fulton present his study on the 
comparison of reusable glass versus recyclable containers for 
Hummingbird Wholesale.  
 

Completion Certificates will be presented to Master Recyclers 
who have finished field training. 
 

Let us know you plan to attend:  
http://tinyurl.com/MasterRecyclerQuarterlyPotluck 

The emailed version of this newsletter contains 
links to websites and email addresses. If you are 
reading the paper copy and would like information 
contained in a link or wish to receive the 
newsletter via email please call (541) 682-2059.  

Master Recyclers bridge the gap 
between awareness and action by 
motivating people to reduce solid 
waste in homes and workplaces. 
 

Printed on Recycled Paper made with 100% post-
consumer waste. Let us know if you wish to 
receive this newsletter without the paper. 

Composting Council 
Young Investigator Scholarship Program 

 

This year's scholarship, sponsored by Filtrexx, is for $2,500 - 
and is geared toward young researchers pursuing their passion 

within the field of compost application and utilization.   
Submissions are open to undergraduate through PhD students.  
Goal: To help generate interest in the compost industry among 

the next generation of scholars and researchers.  
Apply: http://compostingcouncil.org/young-investigator/ 

Closes: October 10, 2013 

http://tinyurl.com/MasterRecyclerQuarterlyPotluck
http://compostingcouncil.org/young-investigator/
kelly.bell@co.lane.or.us
http://compostingcouncil.org/
http://www.filtrexx.com/

